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Self-Help Sample Form Packet

Waiver of Servicemembers Civil Relief Act
(Protections under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act)

This self-help resource was created by the Stateside Legal Project. Stateside Legal provides these
sample forms and information free of charge to individuals with military connections (IMC).
These forms are not based upon any specific state law or jurisdiction. They are intended as
samples of how to use the protections of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) to assist
active duty members of the military.

READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS IN THIS PACKET VERY CAREFULLY.

PACKET CONTENTS:
Waiver of SCRA Rights & Entry of Appearance & Consent to Jurisdiction 2
Helpful Instructions 4

MORE INFORMATION

For information about the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act or many more topics concerning individuals
with military connections, visit www.statesidelegal.org or contact your local Judge Advocate General's
Corps office, sometimes referred to as a military legal assistance office. Use the following website to
locate the nearest one: http://legalassistance.law.af.mil/content/locator.php.

DISCLAIMER: The Stateside Legal Information Series is produced by the Pine Tree Legal Assistance of Maine®, Arkansas
Legal Services Partnership®, and the Legal Services Corporation®. These organizations promote or provide free legal services
to eligible low-income people. Additional information can be found at www.lsc.gov. This sample form packet is given to you as a
guide to help you generally understand the way legal matters are handled. Local courts interpret things differently. The
information and statements of law contained in this fact sheet are not intended to be used as legal advice. Before you take any
action, talk to an attorney and follow his or her advice. Always do what the court tells you to do.



http://www.statesidelegal.org/
http://legalassistance.law.af.mil/content/locator.php

IN THE COURT OF

COUNTY OF
DIVISION
) CASE NO. [ENTER CASE NO.]
)
Plaintiff, ) JUDGE [ENTER JUDGE’S NAME]
)
)
VS. )
)
)
)
)
Defendant. )

WAIVER OF RIGHTS UNDER THE SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT AND

ENTRY OF APPEARANCE AND CONSENT TO JURISDICTION

The defendant (RANK) (SERVICE MEMBER NAME), states that:

1.

(She/he) is now on active duty in the armed forces of the United States, stationed at

(She/he) is over the age of eighteen (18) years.

(She/he) has received a copy of the complaint filed in this case and has read and
understands its contents.

(She/he) is aware of the rights (he/she) has under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act
of 1940, approved December 19, 2003.

(She/he) has been advised of all (his/her) rights under the Act by

, Special attorney.

(She/he) hereby waives all rights under the Act pertaining to this action.

(She/he) waives the issuance, service, and return of summons, enters (his/her)
appearance, and consents to the jurisdiction of this court in this case, and agrees that this
action may be heard at any time without further notice to (him/her).

Respectfully Submitted,

Service Member Rank, Full Name

Service Member Address
Date:




VERIFICATION

I, (SERVICE MEMBER RANK, FULL NAME), Defendant, state that the statements
contained in this Waiver of Rights Under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and Entry of
Appearance and Consent to Jurisdiction are true and correct to my knowledge and belief.

Service Member Rank, Full Name

STATE OF )
) SS
COUNTY OF )
On this day of , 20, (SERVICE MEMBER RANK, FULL

NAME), personally appeared before me, a Notary Public for the aforesaid state and county,

, to me well -known or satisfactorily proven, who stated that the statements in
the foregoing Waiver of Rights Under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and Entry of
Appearance and Consent to Jurisdiction were true and correct to the best of (his/her) knowledge
and belief.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this ___day of ,

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

(SEAL)

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This is a sample Waiver of Rights under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and Entry
of Appearance and Consent to Jurisdiction. It is based on a federal law which applies throughout the U.S. However,
each state has its own rules of court. These rules include standards about the contents and formatting of court
pleadings. Consult with your local court about local rules before relying on this sample Form and the attached
information.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This document may result in waiving some of the protections and benefits provided to
you under federal law.



LAW YOU SHOULD KNOW

The purpose of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) is to provide protection to service members
who have difficulty meeting their financial and legal obligations because of their military service.
However, you can waive these protections if you decide to allow a lawsuit against you to go forward.
Some of the rights and protections must be waived in writing. The waiver must be in a separate document.
For example, the waiver cannot be in a lease. The text of the waiver must be in 12-point type. This size is
12-point type.

For more information about waiving your SCRA rights, see SCRA 50 U.S.C. § 3918.

ABOUT THIS SAMPLE FORM

Carefully read over these forms and instructions. Make sure the information you have given is correct and
complete. The sample form in this packet is not based upon any specific state law or jurisdiction. The
content and the formatting may need to be changed.

»  The purpose of this sample form is to waive the protections and benefits provided to you
under federal law as a defendant in a civil lawsuit (for example: a divorce). These protections
may include the ability to postpone or “stay” the lawsuit against you for 90 days or more.

» This form also states that you are consenting to the jurisdiction of the court and that you
are making an entry of appearance to lawsuit against you.

» Remember, you can answer a lawsuit against you WITHOUT waiving your SCRA rights.
» lItisagood idea to send legal documents by registered mail with a return receipt request.

NEXT STEPS

Upon waving your SCRA rights and making an entry of appearance, it is likely the lawsuit will go
forward. Remember, you do not have to waive any rights and you SHOULD NOT waive any rights if you
are unsure about what to do.

The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act provides other possibilities when responding to a lawsuit against
you. One of these other protections is that if there is an action filed against you, then you may be able to
file a Stay of Proceedings for 90 days. Stateside Legal provides a sample Motion for a Stay of
Proceedings form packet. Visit www.statesidelegal.org and search with keyword “lawsuit” for more
information.

If you have received a default judgment against you and the court or other party did not follow the SCRA,
then you may be able to request that the court “vacate” that judgment aside. However, you CANNOT
have the judgment vacated (based on the SCRA) if you waived your rights and/or made an appearance in
the lawsuit.

MORE INFORMATION: For information about the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act or many more
topics about individuals with military connections, visit www.statesidelegal.org or contact your local
Judge Advocate General's Corps office.

Thank you for your service.
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